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ABSTRACT

It r not cJear wheter the tunouer Of ovanes folltcles dunng tltepenovulatory
penbd n Gn-RH a'eated heifen 77tts study wasperfotmed to test tlle hpotllests that
an increased dosage of Gn-RHantagontstn(Iuences tltefollt'culardeuelopment

Stx normocyclic blackpied heafen was dewded nto equally two contol and
trealment groups. The 4iection of Gn-RIf antagonist Antareltx@ (Europepttdes,
France) and ueltfule (mannitol) werepetformed stx nrnes euery /2 hous on tlte day -/,

4 land 2, respectively. [Jltasound examtnanbn of the ouan'es was carned out uung
B-mode scannerandperformed euery day begzning ftom day 0.

ResuJt of the study sugest all aannals sltowed sign of beltauon'al estous begtn-
ning around 52 houn after induca'on of luteolysis. AIl conrol anrnals sltowed the
derelopment of a large (more tltan etg:ttt mm dt'ameter) preovulatory folltcle with
maximum dt'amexs between 11 and 15 mm and therearter ovulated. Two of tltere
contols ovulated between days I and 2 and the remhtng contol heifer sltowed ow-
Iadon between days 2 and 3. Treated ananals deueloped large folhcles witlt maximum
dt'ameters between 12 and I 7 mm but tltey dtd not ovulate. Concerruhg tlte number of
small (one to less tltan fourmm dnmeter) and medium (four to etglttmm diameter)
folticles tltre were no sigrutfcantly differences found between contol and fr'eated ara-
mals lloweue4 Antareltx@ dtdaotnltibit thederelopmentof allfolltcles. Antarehx@
also did not inhtbtt tlte deuelopment of large folltcles but inltibited ovufattbns.
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